norton-radstock  urban  district  council,, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  Year  ended  list  December  1961. 


To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council, 
Gentlemen, 


hPalth  prV+v,thS-h+n0U+  submit  my  Annua1'  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


SECTION  A. 


(1)  Area  (  in  acres)  . 

(2)  Population, 


o  000  OOO 


(4) 


(5)  Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 
31st o  December  1961  ...  ...  . 


on 


(6)  Chief  Industriess- 

(a)  Coal  Mining. 

(b)  Agriculture. 

(c)  Paper  bag  making. 

(d)  Printing. 

(e)  Glove  Making. 

(f)  Wagon  Repairing. 

(g)  Timber  Constructional  Works 

(h)  Boot  and  Shoe  making. 

( i )  Engineering . 


Unemployment . 


Or 


vs 


3,360. 

12,790. 


(3)  Number  of  inhabitated  houses.. .  4,256. 


Rateable  Value  (31st  December  1961)  . . . . £117,857 

. . £473o  Is  8d, 


The  figures  at  the  Midsomer  Norton  Labour  Exchange  for  those  unemployed 
were  on  the  average,  per  month,  as  followss- 


Males  -  62  Females  -  18 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births . 

Live  births?  Males . 

Legitimate  123 

Illegitimate  4 

Total  127 

Stillbirths': 

Legitimate  2 

I 

Illegitimate  0 

Total  2 


Females „ 

98 

2 


100 


Total . 

221 

6 

227 


3 

p 

3 


5 

0 

5 


The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  . 

(Comparability  factor) 


00  OOO  000  0  O# 


17*74 

10.4 


-  -  -  •"> 


mm 


1 


1 


The  stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  was 

(Comparability  factor) 


Deaths . 


OOO  •  O  0  o  o  o 


21*55 

10*1 


Males .  Females .  Total . 

70  64  134 


The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  . , . . .  10*47 

(Comparability  factor)  . .  10*1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth 

or  abortion  was  o . «  o « <>  . . «  « .  .  . . «  . . .  o  o .  o  o  .  . .  ©  ®  .  o  o « »  #  •  •  .  .  .  »  . .  0 

The  death  rate  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth  or 

abortion  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  was  . .  ...  . .  0 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  ages- 

Males . 


Under  1  week  0 

Under  4  weeks  0 

Under  12  months  (legitimate)  0 

(illegitimate)  0 

“o 


Females. 

2 

2 

2 

0 

~ 


Total o 

2 

2 

2 

0 

~2~ 


Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  ages- 

Males . 

Congenital  Malformation  0 

Prematurity  0 

0 


Females . 


1 

1 

2 


Total . 

1 

1 

2 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  ages- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  . . .  ...  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births..  . 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Infants  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births. . .  . 

Infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births...  ...  ...  . 
Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000 
Total  live  and  stillbirths..  ...  . . .  ...  . 


Causes  of  deaths  were?- 

Males . 

Females. 

Total . 

Heart  Disease  (l)  Coronary 

14 

14 

28 

(2)  Other  forms 

7 

7 

14 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

8*81 

9*04 

0 

8.81 

8*81 

30*83 


Males . 

Females . 

Total 

’  ther  Circulatory  Diseases. 

5 

1 

6 

Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System. 

2 

15 

17 

Cancer  (l)  Stomach 

1 

0 

1 

(2)  Lung  cr  Bronchus 

3 

0 

3 

(3)  Breast 

0 

4 

4 

(4)  Other  Sites 

9 

6 

15 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

6 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  System 

9 

0 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Nephrities  or  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Prostatic  Disease 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  or  ill-defined  Diseases 

0 

7 

7 

Accident  (l)  Road 

1 

0 

1 

(2)  Other 

5 

1 

6 

Total 

70 

64 

134 

SECTION  B. 

General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  areas  - 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority^ 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time)  M.R.C .S. ,L.R.C.P. 

(h)  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Officer  M.R.S.H.  jI'.A.P.H.I. 
(c)  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  ItA.P.H.I. 

(2)  Auxiliary  Services5 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities . 

Provided  by  the  County  Health  Laboratory  in  Bath.  The  Director 
readily  helps  when  his  advice  is  sought . 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities, 


The  service  is  run  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  at 
Taunton.  There  is  a  local  ambulance  station.  The  ambulances  are  radio 
controlled.  Requests  are  made  to  the  Central  Office  at  Glastonbury. 

The  service  works  well.  A  car  service  is  also  provided  for  patients 
attending  hospital,  if  such  transport  is  needed  on  medical  grounds. 
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Nursing  in  the  home. 


(3) 

(a)  Maternity  and  District  Nurses. 

The  Nurses  in  the  area  provide  an  efficient  and  sympathetic  service. 

The  male  nurse  is  a  great  asset.  The  nursing  staff  is  adequate  for  the 

work  in  average  times.  Reasonable  periods  of  off  duty  can  be  arranged. 
At  Midsomer  Norton  the  nurses  house  is  discreditable. 

(b)  Home  Help  Services  . 

The  service  is  very  valuable.  Its  chief  use  is  helping  and  keeoing 

the  aged  and  infirm  in  their  homes.  It  is  of  assistance  sometimes  in 

enabling  house-wives  to  get  essential  rest.  In  the  main,  however,  this 
latter  problem  remains  unsolved. 

(c)  Red  Cross  Depot. 


Considerable  use  is  made  of  the  loan  department.  The  asset  to  the 
community  of  having  a  leaven  of  trained  medical  personnel  cannot  be 
overstressed . 

(4)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(a)  Tuberculosis . 

The  County  Chest  Physician  attends  at  the  Radstock  Clinic,  and  also 
examines  chest  cases  in  the  out  patients  department  of  Paulton  hospital. 
This  session  has  proved  very  helpful.  A  considerable  number  of  cases 
seen  have  received  hospital  treatment  with  benefit  to  their  health. 

This  applies  to  chest  cases  of  all  types. 

(b)  Venereal  Disease. 


Cases  are  not  common  in  this  area.  Treatment  is  obtained  in  the  Bath 
and  Bristol  hospitals. 

(c)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 


Good  work  is  done  at  well  attended  Clinics.  As  the  general  practitioner 

has  so  much  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  children,  it  seems  a  pity  that  these 
clinics  cannot  be  held  in  conjunction  with  him, 

(d)  Childrens  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


This  clinic  is  held  at  Radstock.  There  would  appear  to  be  some  overlap 
here.  Children  found  at  clinic  or  at  school  examinations  to  need  orthopaedic 
advice  could  be  referred  through  their  own  doctors  to  hospital  consultants. 

(e)  Maternity  Services. 


The  attention  given  by  the  nurses  to  mothers  in  their  homes  and  in 
hospital  by  the  staff  of  Paulton  hospital  reaches  a  high  standard.  At 

Paulton  separate  side  wards  for  ante-natal  and  post-natal  cases  requiring 
isolation  are  needed,  St.  Martins  Hospital  Bath,  accepts  cases  if  there 
is  no  room  in  Paulton  Hospital,  also  some  difficult  cases,  if  it  is 
considered  a  large  hospital  can  best  serve  the  patients  needs.  A  flying 
squad  can  be  summoned  to  emergencies  in  the  home. 

Almost  all  the  local  doctors  see  their  maternity  cases  with  the 
district  nurses.  This  helps  all  concerned. 


The  supply  of  Midwives  continues  to  cause  anxiety, 

(f )  Dental  Treatment. 


The  state  of  dental  hygiene  throughout  the  community  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  Public  carelessness  is  chiefly  responsible,  but  the 
charges  made  under  the  National  Health  Service  are  an  aggravating  factor. 


Skilled  dental  treatment  is  available  locally „  It  is  doubtful, 
however,  if  the  practitioners  could  cope  with  the  work  if  all  who  needed 
treatment  sought  it.  There  is  difficulty  at  times  in  getting  emergency 
treatment . 

(g)  Mental  Health  Services . 


The  County  Health  Authority  runs  the  service  .  The  local  officer  is 
very  helpful. 

Treatment  by  drug  and  other  methods  is  constantly  improving.  Public 
prejudice  against  getting  treatment  in  hospitals  for  the  mentally  ill  is 
Waning.  Hospital  accommodation  has  improved  but  too  many  antiquated 
buildings  are  still  in  use. 

(h)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  for 
the  removal  of  persons  needing  care  and  attention. 

(5)  Hospital  Services. 


This  district  is  in  the  Bath  Clinical  Area.  Bath  consultants  attend 
at  Paul ton  Hospital,  and  advice  is  usually  obtained  from  that  quarter. 

Claverton  Down  Hospital  admits  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Urgent  cases  are  dealt  with  expeditiously  through  the  Bath  Emergency 
Bed  Bureau. 

The  buildings  of  the  hospitals  serving  this  area  vary  in  age.  In 
spite  of  improvements  none  conform  with  the  latest  ideas.  Patients 
cannot  be  nursed  under  conditions  approximating  to  the  open  air,  and 
structural  methods  preventing  cross  infection  are  absent.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  that  the  utmost  vigilance  is  required  to  restrain 
the  activity  of  bacteria  resistant  to  antibiotics. 

The  shortage  of  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  particularly  the  elderly 
seems  less  acute  though  still  present.  Relatives  in  some  cases  show  a 
lack  of  responsibility  in  caring  for  the  aged. 

The  waiting  time  for  out  patient  appointments  and  admission  to 
hospital  in  some  specialities  is  still  too  long.  As  long  as  this 
persists  so  will  the  direct  incentive  remain  for  private  fees  to  be 
paid  in  order  to  jump  the  queue. 

(6)  General  Health  Services. 


The  National  Health  Service  should  be  free  at  the  time  of  use.  The 
division  of  patients  into  paying  and  non-paying  classes  leads  to  abuse  and 
is  disliked.  The  medical  needs  of  the  patient  should  be  the  only  criterion 
in  considering  his  treatment.  The  supplying  of  drugs  under  the  National 
Health  Service  for  private  patients  is  opposed. 

It  is  considered  that  the  service  would  be  improved  ifs 

(1)  The  maximum  number  of  patients  permitted  were  further  reduced. 

(2)  If  general  practitioners  were  provided  with  ancillary  help. 

(7)  Care  for  the  Blind. 


The  service  for  those  with  defective  vision  is  run  by  the  County  Health 
Authority. 

(8)  Cancer . 


This  disease  of  the  lungs  continues  to  increase.  The  public  should 
constantly  be  reminded  of  the  link  there  is  with  smoking.  Owing  to  the 


; 


t 
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large  financial  interests  involved  in  this  matter  the  authority  appears 
deliberately  to  tie  evading  responsibility. 

A  branch  of  the  Cancer  Relief  organisation  works  in  this  area. 

(9)  Fpilo  ptics  and  Spastics . 

The  family  doctors  treat  these  cases.  The  County  Health  authority 
is  interested  in  defective  children. 

(10)  Senility. 


Voluntary  bodies  help  the  aged  in  the  district.  Car  runs  and  outings 
are  arranged.  Almost  without  exception  those  who  live  alone  appreciate  the 
work  of  those  that  visit  them. 

Meals  on  Wheels  is  being  started  shortly.  It  is  thought  that  this  wowld 
be  a  service  of  groat  value.  It  is  hoped  it  will  meet  with  approval. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  for  the  District. 

For  the  first  time  in  this  district  I  am  able  to  report  that,  owing  to 
the  growth  of  population  and  the  increase  of  work  in  the  field  of  environmental 
health,  your  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  have  an  establishment  of 
two  Public  Health  Inspectors.  This  provision  of  additional  staff  is  reflected 
in  the  increased  number  of  inspections  and  visits  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  review  to  the  benefit  of  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  residents. 

The  total  figures  of  insoections  and  visits  recorded  for  the  year  was 

4,898. 

The  history  of  public  health  shows  that  the  higher  the  standard  of  health 
a  community  attains,  the  greater  becomes  the  volume  of  public  health  legislation 
and  administrative  duties. 

The  duties  of  a  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  a  statutory  Officer  is  to 
secure  compliance  with  that  part  of  the  law  hid  is  designed  to  protect  and 
safeguard  the  health  of  the  community. 

As  a  policy  using  litigation  as  a  means  of  enforcing  the  law  has  been 
avoided,  yourOfficers  have  now  to  spend  considerable  time  in  trying  to  overcome 
the  prejudice  to  new  ways  and  complying  with  present  day  legislation.  A 
policy  of  persuasion,  education,  and  informal  action  will,  I  consider  pay  good 
dividends  for  providing  a  basis  of  co-operation  and  good  will  betv^een  the 
Council  and  members  of  the  public  and  trade  who  have  direct  dealings  with  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department. 

Food  Hygiene  was  considered  "essential"  during  the  year  1961  and  was 
tackled  with  vigour  to  ensure  that  all  the  main  trades  concerned  with  the 
handling  of  food  were  observing  the  conditions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955  •  Detailed  figures  are  submitted  later  in  this  report. 

Food  traders  must  appreciate  that  not  only  is  it  necessary  to  comply 
with  the  law  governing  the  handling  and  marketing  of  food,  but  also  that 
the  public  are  to-day  very  conscious  of  "clean  food"  and  will  only  shop 
in  those  premises  which  are  aware  of  such  facts. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Department. 

Inspections  in  the  District. 


These  figures  cover  the  entire  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  and 
include  all  aspects  and  phases  of  the  many  varied  duties  performed. 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  (first  inspection)  ...  . .  402. 

No.  of  dwellings  re-inspected . . . .  . .  2,116. 
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Visits  and  inspections  other  than  dwelling  houses 

first  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,334. 

Visits  and  inspections  other  than  dwelling  houses 

second  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,046. 

Total  number  during  year.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4>89<3. 

Members  of  the  public  and  occupiers  of  dwellings  made  a  total  of  179 

complaints  during  the  year,  this  figure  excludes  Council  house  tenants  and 
matters  relating  to  Housing. 

Details  and  Humber  of  Inspections. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisance  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136. 

Verminous  premises...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4* 

Other  insects  ...  .o.  ...  .o.  ...  .  .  o  ...  ...  .  . .  ...  . . .  «o.  . .  •  12 . 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10. 

Tents,  vans,  caravans  and  camps..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 » 

Keeping  of  animals  o«.  .o»  ...  ..o  .o.  ...  ...  ©  o .  «.o  o®.  ...  ...  9° 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  provision  of  dustbins.  . .  3* 

Drainage  works  and  existing  drainage.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29. 

Other  nuisances®.  ...  ...  ...  o«.  o..  . ® .  o.o  o«®  o..  o.o  oo«  .o.  3° 

Yards ,  passages ,  car  parks  o.o  ...  ...  ooo  ...  ooo  ...  ...  ..o  .oo  9° 

Infectious  Diseases. 

En  quines  ...  ...  o.o  ...  o..  o . .  ...  «o.  o.o  »o.  » • .  o..  ®.o  • .  o  176® 

Pood  poisoning. o»  oo.  ®®®  ...  ...  ®»o  ..o  o.o  ®oo  . . •  ...  . . ®  . . .  6o 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Restaurants ,  kiosks ,  canteens  o.o  o..  . . .  .©.  . . .  .o.  .o.  . ® .  .oo  28 ® 

Butchers .  o.o  ®o®  .oo  ®.o  .o.  o.o  ®oo  oo.  ...  ..o  oo.  oo.  ...  ...  56 . 

FlSh  ShOpS...  OO.  OOO  0.0  ...  OO.  ...  OO.  OO.  .00  ..0  0.0  0.0  0*0  7° 

Fr 1 e d  fish  shops.  ..o  00.  .o.  .o.  ...  . . o  ..o  ..o  .0.  .00  «.o  ooo  l6o 

Greengrocers o  ...  .00  ooo  ®*.  .o.  ooo  ...  ...  o . .  ..o  oo®  ...  o..  21. 

Grocers .0  O.O  ...  oo.  OOO  ...  OO.  0.0  O.O  OOO  ...  ...  ooo  OO.  00.  119 . 

B  ak  ehouses . . .  . « .  .o.  o..  ooo  ooo  ..o  00.  . . .  ...  ...  .00  o..  ...  ^-3° 

Ice-cream  premises  and  vehicles..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 « 

Cooked  meat  premises o  ...  ...  0*0  oo®  o.®  oo.  o..  .o®  ooo  o..  ooo  16 . 

Other  food  pr emi sesoo  ooo  0.0  ooo  ®®«  o.®  ...  00#  ®o.  .00  00.  0.0  19. 

Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 « 

Meat  inspections .  .  . ,  ...  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 . 


' 


. 


. 


■  ■ 


... 


-8- 


Unsound  food  . . 

Market  stalls  and  vehicles, 
Informal  Sampling. 


Ice-cream. . . 


o  0  ft  O  0  O  o 


•  °  °  •  #  ooo  ooo  ooo 


«  ooo  ooo  00 


Vs  ter .  . .  ...  ...  .  „ 
Other  foods .  ...  . . 


O  000  Ooo  o 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


0  OOO  OO0  000  o 


00  ooo  OOO  000  oo 


0  OOO 


Council  Housing. 

Maintenance  inspections.  . 
Housing  Applicants. .  ...  . 
Housing  enquiries...  ...  . 
Conditions  of  tenancy...  ...  . 
Improvement  works 

Total . . 

1.  Water. 


ooo  ooo  eo 


o  ooo  ooo  ooo  o 


ooo  ooo  oo#  oo 


'ooo  o 


ooo  ooo  ooo  o 


37  • 

68. 

24. 

137. 

2. 

.  1,317. 

.  159. 

127. 

.  148. 

.  1,093. 

.  2,844. 


Sources  of  supply0,  - 

(l)  The  Bottle  Head  Springs  at  Downhead ? 

( ^ )  Downhead  and  Gurney  Slade  Springs,0 

(3)  Chilcompton  Springs; 

(4)  Chew  Valley  Reservoir . 

Mains  -  Quality. 

,  .  Tiiis  ^as  in  <§eneral  been  satisfactory,  bacteriological  tests  have  been 
mukeSuG?nStantly  throuShout  the  year  to  ensure  a  high  standard  of  purity, 
xhe  Chilcompton  supply  is  the  only  source  of  water  to  the  district  which 
causes  some  anxiety.  Chemical  examination  proved  the  water  has  no 
plumbosolvent  action. 

Quantity. 

Adequate  water  supply  has  been  available  from  the  Chew  Valley  during  the 

YQQJl  0 


Extensions  of  the  main  supply  have  taken  place  during  the  year  at 

(a)  Horthmead  Road 5 

(b)  Woodborough  Road? 

(c)  Smallcombe  Road. 

Results  of  Water  Samples. 


Chemical  A 
Untreated 

nalysis 

water 

Bacteriological  Examinations 
Treated  water. 

Sat. 

Unsat „ 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

3 

0 

37 

7 

•  . 


•  •' 
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With  a  programme  of  monthly  water  sampling  from  those  dwellings  which 
rely  on  supplies  other  than  main  piped  water  for  their  domestic  water,  has 
J  true  record  of  the  purity  of  these  wells  and  springs.  The  number 

of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  still  without  a  piped  water  supply  is  1 6 

These  1 6  properties  are  supplied  as  follows?- 


°  No.  of  Dwellings. 

Waterside  House  1. 

Monger  Cottages  3, 

Bences  Lodge  2. 

Lynd hurst,  Silver  Street.  1. 


Springs . 

Old  Rectory,  Writhlington  3, 

Manor  Farm  ]_  o 

Vale  House 

Lower  Writhlington  4 . 


The  total  number  of  dwellings  still  without  a  mains  water  supply  is 
very  small,  but  for  the  proposed  transfer  of  the  urban  districts  water 
undertaking  to  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  some  solution  to  providing  these 

dwellings  with  a  sufficient  and  wholesome  water  suoply  would  need  to  have 
been  determined. 


It  is  hoped  with  the  completion  of  the  re-grouping  of  the  water 
undertaking  the  question  of  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  to  these  small 
number  of  isolated  properties  will  be  given  every  priority. 

Bacteriological  results  of  Spring  and  Well  Water  Samples. 

Satisfactory  3  23. 

Unsatisfactory  3  67. 

2.  Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  areas 

(1)  Public  baths  at  Welton? 

(2)  Private  baths  at  Midsomer  Norton  Grammar  School. 

is  estimated  that  during  the  season  about  83  people  use  the  public 
baths  daily.  The  number  using  the  school  baths  is  unknown. 

The  water  at  the  public  baths  is  drawn  from  the  mains  and  chlorinated 
automatically  by  a  Bell  Chlorination  and  Filtration  Plant.  The  water  at 
the  school  baths  is  drawn  from  the  mains  but  chlorination  is  by  hand?  an 
automatic  chlorination  plant  is  hoped  to  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 

Samples  Taken. 


Number 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Baths 

6 

6 

0 

School  Baths 

6 

4 

2 

_ 


' 


.  • 


. 


:  1  ' 


. 


.  •. . 


' 

;  .  ;  .  . 

. 


v 


I 
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3c  Sanitation . 


The  district  is  served  by  two  reasonably  modern  sewage  works .  At 
Radstock  during  the  year  new  sludge  drying  beds  have  been  made,  and 
alterations  affecting  the  disposal  of  sludge  from  the  humus  and  storm  water 
tanks  have  been  undertaken. 

For  all  practical  purposes  the  whole  of  the  Norton-Radstock  area  is 

covered , 

4 •  Camping  Sites, 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  this  area.  Two  licenced  caravans  are 
used  as  permanent  hemes,  it  is  estimated  that  four  people  occupy  these  two 

vans , 

5 »  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  is  weekly  and  the  whole  district  is  served  on  this 
basis.  Two  vehicles  and  direct  labour  is  used. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  on  request  and  the  actual  cost  is  charged. 
One  controlled  and  one  uncontrolled  tips  are  used.  Incineration  of  the 
refuse  would  bo  preferred  as  providing  the  more  sanitary  method  of  disposal, 
and  thus  avoid  the  nuisance  caused  by  present  methods  of  disposal. 

6.  Rodent  Control, 


The  duties  associated  with  this  service  were  reviewed  completely  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  resulting  in  a  new  Rodent  Operator  being 
appointed  v/ho  was  to  give  ^Ofo  of  his  working  week  to  rodent  control. 

Mobile  transport  was  introduced  to  reduce  the  man  hours  previously  spent 
walking  the  district.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  courses  were  arranged  to  enable  the 
operator  to  be  trained  in  modern  methods .  A  new  service  of  rodent 
contract  to  business  premises  was  estabilished  during  the  year.  This 
offers  a  contract  service  with  regular  surveys  for  the  treatment  of  rodents. 
Several  business  concerns  have  taken  advantage  of  this  service  making  the 
response  during  the  first  year  of  operation  most  encouraging  . 

7-  Sower  Treatments. 


Twice  during  the  year  the  Rad-stock  and  Midsomer  Horton  sewers  were 
examined  and  tested  for  the  presence  of  rats.  One  treatment  was  carried 
out  in  January  and  the  other  in  June.  Each  time  test  baits  were  laid  in 
inspection  chambers  in  sections  of  the  sewerage  systems  to  determine 
whether  rats  were  present  or  not. 

SECTION  D, 


Housing . 

On  31st  December  1961,  there  were  4 9 256  permanent  dwellings  in  this 
area,  1,048  are  owned  by  the  Local  Authority.  3,208  are  privately  owned. 

The  number  of  houses  gained  by  building  and  conversions  during  the 

y  ^  ^  ^  W  cdo  0O«  *09  9  C  O  900  OOO  coo  OOO  00#  *00  0  0  O  0  9  0  9  9  0  9  0  9  0*0  000  OOO  5 


The  number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  during  the 

/C  W3.S  OOO  9  0  9  OOO  OOO  9  0  0  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  ooo 


OOO 


There  was  therefore  a  net  gain  of...  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13. 

Number  of  temporary  Housing  Units  occupied  (Prefabs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 


Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses 
of  the  year  was .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..0  .. 


at  the  end 


ooo 


273 . 


-  . . 


.  ! 
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The  number  of  houses  required  to  replace  those  scheduled  for 
demolition  (slum  clearance)  is  ...  . . .  .  ...  . 

The  number  of  houses  for  old  people  in  course  of  being 
erected  with  County  Council  aid  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 


Houses  erected 
during  year. 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection. 

Gained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses  or 
buildings  into 
flats  or  dwellings 

Lost  from 
conversion 
of  two  or 
more  houses 
to  one . 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes . 

For  slum 
clearance 

for  other 
purposes . 

Local 

Authority 

8 

- 

40 

- 

- 

- 

Private 

Lnterprice 

— 

- 

26 

- 

— 

Humber  of  Post  War  houses  erected  from 

1st  April  1945  to  31st  December  1961 

Housing  Programme  for  1962. 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

For  slum 
Clearnace 

For  other 
purposes . 

599 

449 

32 

23 

Improvement  Grants . 


(a)  Discretionary. 

Provision  relating  to  Discretionary  Grants  are  not  applied  in  this  area. 
Many  improvement  schemes  needing  extensive  building  now  carried  out  under 
Standard  Grant  could  qualify  as  Discretionary  Grants,  and  so  rank  for  a  higher 
grant  towards  the  cost.  The  justification  for  making  grants  from  public 
funds  is  the  improved  living  standards  obtained  for  the  occupants,  also  the 
long  term  view  that  unless  action  is  taken  soon  these  houses  at  present 
structurally  sound  will  degenerate  into  slums  needing  to  be  cleared  and 
developed,  often  at  public  expense, 

(b)  Standard  Amenities. 


The  five  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  in  28  houses  during  the 
year  under  review  and  a  total  of  27  applications  were  approved.  The  greater 
majority  of  applicants  taking  advantage  of  these  grants  are  owner-occupiers 
and  it  is . gratifying  to  hear  them  praise  the  changes  made.  Modern  materials 
and  plastics  with  the  trend  for  contemporary  colours  and  fittings  in  the  new 
bathrooms  and  kitchens  give  these  old  properties  a  new  life. 

A  programme  modernising  pre— war  Council  houses  was  beg&m  during  the  year 
by  means  of  Standard  Grants  which  are  also  available  to  local  authorities  as 
property  owners.  It  is  intended  to  complete  this  scheme  to  the  449  pre-war 
Council  owned  properties  within  a  period  of  5  years. 

Few  private  Landlords  have  applied  for  grants  to  improve  their  properties. 
Many  tenants  are  willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  rent  for  the  modern  amenities, 

yet  have  no  power  to  have  them  supplied.  Legislation  is  needed  to  correct 
this. 
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SFCTION  I. 

Food  o 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1945  is  68, 

The  definition  for  such  registration  is?— 

(a)  The  sale  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale  of  ice  cream  or 
the  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale. 

(b)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale, 

(1)  Ice  Cream, 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  retail  of  ice  cream  is  . . ,  48, 

(2)  Milk. 

(a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors...  ...  ...  . .0  ...  . . .  ...  ...  5. 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than 

Dairy  Farms)  ...  . ..  . . „  ...  ...  2. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Somerset  County  Council s- 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

21 

17 

4 

Pasteurised 

258 

258 

— 

Sterilised 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Hygiene . 


All  food  premises  in  the  area  were  surveyed  during  the  year  and  a  report 
prepared  of  each  trade,  a  notice  was  then  served  setting  out  those  contraventions 
found  on  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  visit.  With  these  methods  and  frequent 
visits,  the  standard  throughout  the  district  has  been  raised. 

These  inspections  must  continue  so  that  those  engaged  in  the  food  industry 
realize  that  the  improved  standard  is  to  be  permanently  maintained. 

Foodstuffs  Condemned . 


The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  the  year  are  given  belows 

163  tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  milk 

and  cooked  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 


Fish  meat  and  sausages. 


000 


212  lb. 
171  lb. 


383  lb. 


Total 


000 


0  0  0 


* 
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Food  and  Drug  Sampling . 


f°od  and  druss  for  analysis  taken  in  the  urban 
area  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 


■Articles  Sampled 
Milk 


Number  Sampled 

34 


Unsatisfactory 


Channel  Island  Milk 
Pork  Sausages 
Double  Cream 

Samples  of  food,  other  than  those 

Number  Sampled . 

20 


21 

5 

1 


mentioned  above  taken 

Unsatisfactory. 

2 


2 

2 

informally. 


.1  am  ^ebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  who 
carries  out  the  duties  of  Sampling  Officer  for  these  facts. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories. 

(a)  Private  Slaughterhouses g 

Number  licensed  and  in  use  2. 


(b)  There  are  no  bacon  factories. 

(c)  No  slaughterhouses  are  leased  or  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(d)  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  for  horses. 

100$  meat  inspection  is  now  carried  out. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  years— 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

221 

2 

2 

346 

116 

Number  inspected 

221 

2 

i  2 

346 

116 

411  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

I  . 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

12 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

5°  43a 

f-* 

0 

0 

50/o 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

— ■ 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3°44  jo 

C.ysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for? 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 

(b)  C.ysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Other 

158 

22 

11 

4 

- 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

138 

22 

11 

4 

31  = 

» 


■ 


■ 


_ 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food . 

,<+h  County  laboratories  carry  out  any  examinations  of  food  and  assist 
i th  the  identification  of  disease  in  moat  inspection. 

Clean  Air  Act . 

Routine  observations  were  made  throughout  the  district  hut  no  formal 
action  was  taken,  A  Zinc  refinery  works  established  in  the  district  and 
registered  under  the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulations  1906  is  kept  under 
constant  observation  and  liasion  maintained  with  the  Alkali  Inspector  who 
is  responsible  for  the  works, 

SECTION  E, 


Notifiable  Diseases, 

casGS  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
were  notified  during  the  years  ' 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
1 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Vaccination. 


3 

28 

28Q 

4 
1 
6 


No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  Smallpox  Prevention  Regulations,  1907. 

.  The  vaccination  state  of  the  community  gives  continuing  cause  for 
anxiety.  Vaccination  in  infants  should  be  compulsory,  unless  exemption 
is  claimed  for  serious  reasons. 


Number  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  during  the  years - 


Age  Groups 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

2  -  4 

years 

5  -  14- 
years 

15  years 
and  over 

total 

Primary 

Vaccination 

41 

7 

5 

13 

— 

66 

Re-vaccination 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Immunization. 


The  following  are  the  number  of  children  at  31st  December  1961  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  Primary  immunization  within  the  last  5  yearss- 


Age  at  31st  December  1961 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  -  9 

10  -  14 

total 
under  15 

Numbers 

31 

89 

27 

3 

2 

19 

2 

173 

Number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  injection. 


Age  at  31st  December  1961 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  -  9 

10  -  14 

Total 

Numbers 

- 

‘ 

6 

2 

- 

129 

30 

167 

These  numbers  are  less  than  last  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will 
not  take  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  to  stimulate  interest  again. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 
of  Pertussis  Vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1961. 


Age  Groups 

Under  1  year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10  -  14 

Total 

Numbers 

31 

88 

26 

3 

2 

3 

0 

153 

These  figures,  probably  because  much  of  this  vaccine  is  given  in  combination, 
are  also  lower  than  the  previous  year, 

Poliom.yelities  Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  persons  who  received  a  course  of  primary 
vaccination  (two  injections)  the  number  of  people  who  received  a  third 
(reinforcing  injection)  during  the  year  1961,  and  the  number  of  children  who 
had  a  fourth  (reinforcing  injection) » 


Primary  Courses , 

Persons  (all 
groups)  who 
Received  a  third 
reinforcing 
injection 

Children 
after  5  to 

12  years  who 
received  a 
reinf  orcing 
in jecton. 

Children  born 
1943  -  61 

Young  persons 
born 

1933  -  42 

Persons  under 
40  years 
of  age 

Persons  over 

40  year  in 
Priority  Groups 

318 

77 

278 

4 

523 

1,202 

Injection  of  Salk  vaccine  will  be  replaced  by  oral  administration  of 
Sabin  vaccine.  This  should  add  to  the  popularity  of  immunisation  against 
poliomyelitis , 

Scabies . 


This  continues  to  present  no  problem.  The  occasional  case  is  treated 
by  the  family  doctor. 


- r. 


1 


Tuberculosis . 


Total  Cases  Notified.  Total  Deaths. 

Respiratory 

i — 1 

ro 

Non-respiratory 

l 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  large  contribution  toward 
this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Signed)  A.EU  Bulleid,  M.R.o.S. ,L.R.0.P. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


